Injury to the femoral vessels--the Lebanese War experience.
Over a 10-year-period extending from January 1976 to September 1986, 800 peripheral vascular injuries were surgically treated at the American University of Beirut Medical Centre. Of these, 150 were operated on because of injury to the femoral vessels. Bullets were the commonest wounding agents (60% of cases). Thirty-seven patients had a femoral artery injury, 27 a femoral vein injury and 86 combined femoral artery and vein damage. Twenty-three per cent of the patients had an associated fracture of the femur. Patients with fractures had an 11% amputation rate compared with 1% for those without fractures. Our data reveals the importance of venous reconstruction in the presence of an arterial injury instead of its ligation (P less than 0.05), particularly when there is an associated fracture of the femur. Thirty-seven per cent of patients were in shock on admission (systolic BP 90 mmHg). The amputation rate in these patients was 6.8% in contrast to 1% in the haemodynamically stable group (P less than 0.05). The overall amputation rate was 3.3%. Complications occurred in 36.6% of patients and the mortality was 4.0%.